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On Nov. 17, at the Organization of American States General Assembly meeting in San Salvador,
representatives of the Group of 8 and OAS Secretary General Joao Baena Soares expressed concern
over the stalled peace process in Central America. Governments from the five nations were urged
to resume peace efforts in several areas of mutual concern. (Group of 8 member-nations include
Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.) Three resolutions
approved by the General Assembly during the next two days are summarized below. A resolution
called on the governments of seven Latin American countries to act on OAS recommendations
regarding the observance of human rights noted in an annual report by the Inter-American Human
Rights Commission (CIDH). The seven nations mentioned in the report are Chile, Paraguay,
Cuba, Nicaragua, Guatemala, El Salvador, and Suriname. All OAS delegates, with the exception
of US ambassador, Richard McCormack, approved a resolution calling for a study on obtaining an
agreement with the US on providing guarantees for OAS diplomats in Washington. McCormack
left the chamber while his colleagues voted on the measure. The resolution was inspired by the
expulsion from the US in July of Nicaragua's ambassador to the OAS, Carlos Tunnermann. The
Reagan administration apparently acted in response to Managua's expulsion of eight US diplomats
in Nicaragua accused of fomenting domestic instability. Prior to the plenary session vote, the
permanent commission discussed the measure. During the commission meeting, Tunnermann
focused on his government's concern about the "abusive" way in which he was expelled from the
US. McCormack stated that the US had the sovereign right to permit or refuse the presence of
diplomats on its national territory. Also approved was a resolution sponsored by the Group of 8
calling for the strengthening of the OAS via expanded dialogue and cooperation among membernations. The measure states that OAS foreign ministers will perform an in-depth examination of the
organization's "role" in the hemisphere. At a yet to be determined date, the ministers would discuss
the potential for OAS activities in the areas of human rights, drug trade and consumption control,
financing for development, the foreign debt, trade integration, development of inter-American law,
and economic cooperation. (Basic data from UPI, 11/17/88; AP, 11/20/88)
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